
Essential question: 
How can Plastic Pollution be reduced in our community? 

Project name: Don’t be drastic, say NO to plastics. 
Big idea: Plastic Pollution

Team members:
Crownhim. A, Charity. K, Janice.K, 
Misha.M, Daniella. S, Janet. N, Joline.A, 
Vanessa.A, Ivy. K& Gabriella.S

School: Gayaza High School  
Location: Kampala, Uganda 



Engage Phase:
What challenges does your project 
address?

The project is aimed at changing 
community disposal habits and mindset 
on the use of plastics. 

We hope this will reduce on the plastics 
disposed in the community that have 
adverse effects on our environment. 

They are a challenge especially to animals 
and the soils yet our communities 
practice agriculture as a source of 
livelihood. 

They are in most cases washed out to the 
water bodies and these affect the water 
species yet it can be stopped at the 
source i.e community



Why has your team chosen this project/challenge?

We are hoping to create a generation that
cares for the environment and this has to start
at the household/school level by engaging our
peers, parents, relatives and neighbors on the
reuse/recycle and proper disposal of plastics.
Our community is yet to adjust to reusable
plastics.
We are looking forward to changing peoples
mindsets about plastics and reduce the use of
single use plastics in our community, giving
way to a more sustainable environment.
In addition to that, this is an opportunity for us
to explore our creativity and innovation skills



How is it a real world problem or concern?
• Only 9% of plastic waste ever produced has been recycled. About

12% has been incinerated while the rest 79% has accumulated in
landfills, dumps, our environment and the ocean.

• From the 1950s to 70s only a small amount of plastic was
produced so plastic waste was not really much of a problem and
it was manageable. Today we produce about 300 million tones of
plastic every year, that is equivalent to the weight of the human
population of the world!!

• Much of this is not recycled and all efforts should be made
starting with our communities to keep it away from the
environment.



Investigation Phase:
As a team, we conducted surveys in our different communities and 
school. Below is a summary of our findings;

1.How often do you visit a 
supermarket/Shopping place?

• Very often  - 15 
• Once in a while - 12 
• Never - 3

2. What do you normally use to 
carry your shopping contents?

• Polythene bags - 22
• Paper bags - 7
• None of the above - 1



3. How often do you see 
plastic bags or bottles in 
the environment?

• Very often - 27
• Once in a while - 3
• Never  - 0

4. How often do you 

use reusable bags at a 
when shopping?

• Once in a while - 14
• Very often - 5
• Never - 11



5. How often do you 
reuse or recycle plastic 
bags or bottles?

• Never - 17

• Very often - 6

• Once in a while - 7

6. How do you usally 
disposal off plastic 
bottles after use?

• Recycle bins - 10

• Throw on roads - 6

• Burn - 7

• Reuse - 7



7. If online shopping helps to reduce plastic bag usage, would you
consider doing more online shopping?

• Yes 19

• No 11

8. Please specify your age range:
• 11-25 years -12

• 26-40 years  - 8

• 41 years and above - 10

Conclusions:
From the above survey, its evident that majority of the community members use plastics 
whenever they go shopping and unfortunately after shopping what follows leaves a lot to be 
desired. There is need for more sensitization of the dangers of poor plastic disposal. Change of 
mindset and disposal habits will start with our households/schools and that’s the journey we 
have embarked on. 
Recycling, Reusing and Reducing plastics in our homes/schools is what this project is aimed at. 



Action Phase: 
Our team embarked on 
changing the way we use 
and dispose off plastics 
starting with our households 
and neighbourhood. 

We hope this will create a 
ripple effect in the 
community and 
consequently reduce on the 
plastics that’s in the 
environment.



Creating awareness in the Community 

Our team also designed and printed posters that were
hanged at homes and in the neighborhood to create
awareness of the dangers of poor plastics disposal.



Cleaning the School neighborhood

The team invited peers to the community
cleaning exercise where the school
neighborhood plastics were picked off
the environment for incineration



School notice boards and Assemblies are handy in 
reaching Youth is Schools

Schools produce a lot of plastics and as such students need to know the 
dangers of poor disposal of plastics to the environment. 



Targeting a wider audience through a blog
Today’s polluters are mostly 
Youth who are tech savvy 
and the best way of reaching 
out to them is through the 
use of existing web 2.0 tools 
that include blogs and socio 
media. 

Through these tools we can 
share information on the 
dangers of plastics to the 
environment and how their 
and children’s future is at 
stake if they do not act. 

Check the blog on: https://sites.google.com/view/teamplasticsgayaza/home

https://sites.google.com/view/teamplasticsgayaza/home


Promoted and encouraged correct disposal of 
plastic bottles in our community 

With proper disposal, these plastics 
are prevented from polluting the 
environment. They can then be 
recycled into usable materials.


